
WHATFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

HELD AT WHATFIELD VILLAGE HALL ON 5th May 2021 
 
 
 
The meeting opened at 7.45pm. 
  
Present 
 
Mr. P. Whittle   Chairman  
Mr David Cross   Vice Chairman 
Mr. D. Dray   Parish Councillor 
Mrs C Curtis   Parish Councillor 
Mr G Smith   Parish Councillor 
Mr S Clifford   Parish Councillor 
Mr. Leigh Jameson  District Councillor 
Mrs. L. King   Parish Clerk 
 
1. Chairman’s Welcome 
 
Mr Paul Whittle was elected Chairman for a period of 12 months at the Annual General Meeting 
 
2. Apologies for Absence, Mr Roy Searle, Mr Robert Lindsey, Sarah Eastman and Joy Green 
 
 
3. Matters Arising and Confirmation of Minutes of meeting 15th July 2020 
No matters arising.  The Minutes were approved as a true record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.  
Prop Mr S. Clifford   Sec.  Mr. D. Dray.  Accepted unanimously. 
 
4.      Chairman’s Report    
 
As I write this we are in the second year of the Covid19 pandemic, having now had recorded over 127,000 
coronavirus deaths in the UK following a second wave in the autumn/winter of 2020-21.  Like everyone else, we 
have had to conduct all of our meetings remotely by zoom.  This may change after 17 May 2021 if HM 
government allows. 
 
During this year we have lost two of our much loved villagers who were major contributors to our parish in so 
many ways. Molly Eastman was our conservation warden for many years and Bobby Smith was our footpath 
warden for many years, as well as a major contributor to everything else in the village. Molly’s daughter, Sarah 
Eastman, has agreed to take over as conservation warden. 
 
As you will know we are always trying to find ways of making The Street and the journey to school less 
dangerous for walkers and children. The Speed Indicator Device (SID) continues to deliver results: Thanks to 
Councillor Graham Smith, the SID is positioned for different periods at both ends of the village and tells us a lot 
about just how busy our main roads (Naughton Road and The Street) actually are. 
 
The big planning news this year has been Suffolk County Council’s (SCC) rejection of the proposed expansion 
of Hadleigh quarry on Aldham Mill Hill. Unfortunately, Crow, the quarry company submitted an appeal against 
the decision and we and others have had to once again submit new objections to the huge increase in heavy 
lorry traffic that the expansion would bring to Whatfield.  We are awaiting a new decision from SCC. 
 
The other big movement in planning control has been our progress with a Neighbourhood Plan. In October 2018 
we voted to start work on a Neighbourhood Plan (NP) for Whatfield in order to more effectively set our planning 
standards and other goals for the village over time. District Council planning committees are legally bound to 
consult neighbourhood plans where they exist and are approved. The work is being guided by Councillor Roy 
Searl and Councillor Charlotte Curtis and a Neighbourhood Plan Working Group formed from other villagers. 
The NP has now progressed through all of its early stages and it completed its public consultation stage on 5th 
March 2021. It has been examined by the official Examiner and is now recommended (with a few minor 
changes) to the Referendum stage with Babergh.  All though not yet completed all of its official approvals, the 
NP is now an official planning document to be considered as part of any planning application for the village. 
 



 

The village allotments (Councillor David Dray) are in good shape with all annual fees paid and all plots occupied. 
There is a small waiting list. The playground (work lead by Councillor David Cross) repairs and maintenance 
have all been completed, and the playground continues to get a huge amount of use from village children. 
 
We have had the usual road surface issues, some of which have been repaired by SCC Highways, and the 
usual odd person drive into the ford and get stuck in the winter floods. It appears that Rectory Road (ie the Drift) 
continues to be used by Satnav guided drivers whatever the weather. 
There is however a proposal from SCC for parishes to submit some lanes as “Quiet Lanes”.  Semer Parish 
Council has set up a meeting on 19th May 2021 to discuss the designation of Rectory Road and Semer Road as 
Quiet Lanes. 
 
Our parish finances are healthy, so once again we have not raised the parish precept in real terms. For this year 
it equates to £23.75 per year for a Band D. The precept pays for all the items that the Parish Council manages 
and contributes towards the welfare of the village, which amongst other things, is the upkeep of the church 
graveyards and village footpaths. These are kept in an excellent state by Councillor Graham Smith. A map 
showing the footpaths can be found on the village website. It is worth adding that, sadly, there are a few ignorant 
dog owners who don’t clear up after their animals and are making these much appreciated volunteer jobs 
hazardous. Signs have been erected around the village to simply ask people to be more considerate. 
 
Just to add a final thanks to all those who manage all the parish jobs not mentioned above, e.g. cutting the grass 
on the village green etc.  All of which are going from strength to strength as villagers and councillors work hard to 
maintain and improve them. 
 
5. Clerk’s Report 
 
PC Meetings – 5 Parish Council meetings were held since the last APM in May 2020, these have been held via 
Zoom and have been very successful. 
 
During this past year the Parish Councillors have continued to focus on a number of issues of importance to the 
community of Whatfield and tried to move those forward as far as their power and finances allowed. 
 
6. Playground report       
 
The playground continues to fulfil its objective and would appear to be in constant use. 
I made a drive-by inspection today (4 May) shortly before the afternoon school release and was amazed at the 
numbers in attendance before the school going home time! 
The Parish Council agreed that the play area should remain open during the Covid crisis and that further 
signage was unnecessary.  We did however agree to the school mounting two, “2 metre distance” banners. 
Following last year’s Safety Inspection – various repairs and renovations have been carried out at a cost of  
£587.35. 
The next Safety inspection is due next month. The cost of this inspection has remained at £96.00. 
The various costs above have been disbursed from Parish Council funds which will in due course be reimbursed 
from The Playground account with the Ipswich Building Society.  The signatories to this account have been 
changed and are now exclusively members of The Parish Council viz. David Cross, Charlotte Wormstone and 
Lynn King.  The current balance stands at £10,693.83. 
We have successfully completed our Statutory Annual Return 2020/2021 to ENTRUST. (HMRC in another guise 
for dealings with The Landfill Communities Fund who originally gave a grant to the playground. 
On a more practical note:  I have been chastised by Julia Gant for letting the litter bin overflow.  She has emptied 
it and is willing to continue if supplied with bin liners.  To my chagrin I have never given the bin a second 
thought, or even considered who may have attended to its evacuation in the past.  I and Amanda have liners and 
have accepted the position of Waste Disposal Officers (WDOs). 
 
7.  Annual Accounts for YE 31.3.2021 and appointment of internal Auditor 
(Appendix A)  It was agreed to re-appoint Mr. Roy Plumbly as Internal Auditor if he is agreeable.  The Accounts 
were circulated and approved and signed and the Exemption Certificate approved.  Prop Mr. D Dray sec. Mr 
David Cross Unanimous. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
8. County Councillor’s Report  
 
 During this most challenging of years, it was pleasing to be able to continue to work and to represent people 
and hold the administration at the county council to account, helped enormously by being part of a cross party 
political group with two fellow Greens as well as LibDems and independents. 
 
Being a group allowed us to put together a series of budget amendments and several motions over the year 
which although they were voted down by the Conservative administration, will have flagged up areas that need 
attention and some of which were later adopted by the administration. 
 
Budget Amendment – floods 
One of many amendments my political group proposed in February was to fund an extra officer for the flooding 
team to help bid for funding and manage projects. At the end of March the flood risk scrutiny committee 
recommended to cabinet that the council hire extra staff to the floods team to help tackle the flooding backlog.  
 
Other motions from the Liberal Democrat, Green and Independent Group in the year:  
  

 A 20mph scheme to reduce speed limits in all suitable residential areas from 30mph to 20mph, for a 
price of £4m. Communities would have been able to opt out. This was rejected with the administration 
saying that 20mph could not be enforced without expensive measures. However since then they have 
bought 10 number plate recognition cameras to help identify speeders in 20 and 30mph zones.  

 A biodiversity motion that would implement a new biodiversity strategy. This was passed unanimously.  
 A carer’s motion that will create a database of both paid and unpaid carers and offer increased support. 

This was passed unanimously.  
Some motions my group had proposed in previous years also came to fruition this year.  
 
Pension committee 
I sat on the pension committee and during the past financial year the committee agreed, after much pushing 
from me, to move its entire passive equity fund into a low carbon fund in three phases. It represents about 10% 
of the total fund. The bits already moved have outperformed the stocks left in the ordinary passive equity fund.  
 
Increase in social worker pay 
This policy was first proposed by the LDGI Group as part of our budget amendment in February 2020. Both the 
Conservatives and Labour voted against this motion at the time. 
In April 2020 Suffolk County Council agreed to increase the pay of children’s social workers to match the 
remuneration offered by neighbouring councils. It is estimated that the pay increase will cost £1.4m and will be 
funded from council reserves. 
 
Cabinet approves 5-year cycling plan for Suffolk 
In June 2020 the Cabinet approved a 5-year cycling plan for Suffolk, which identified 148 potential routes to be 
prioritised. This is as a result of a motion proposed by me in July 2018, which called on the council to produce a 
strategic costed 5-year cycling plan. The cycling plan will provide a strong basis to bid for funding as and when it 
becomes available.  
 
Climate emergency recommendations published 
In July 2020, the Cabinet approved the recommendations of a cross-party policy development panel outlining 
how the council should respond to the climate emergency and reduce emissions. This followed a motion from 
myself and my Green colleague in March 2019, which declared a climate emergency and committed the council 
to be carbon neutral by 2030. 
  
Locality budget  
Among many other contributions, I was recently was able to donate £1k towards Hadleigh Community 
Transport’s Wheels within Wheels wheelchair friendly, car service which gets people to hospital and medical 
appointments. This followed an earlier donation last spring to HCT’s threatened 471/472 scheduled bus service. 
 
Hadleigh Quarry expansion 
This application was rejected by county council planning committee after I and others spoke against it. I have my 
objections known to the Planning Inspectorate which is considering the developer’s appeal.  
 



 

9. District Councillor’s Report  
 
The last year has been a very different one for all of us, defined by the Covid pandemic. For many, it has been a 
difficult year and the insecurity and fear will be with us as we move forward into the year ahead and, hopefully, 
start to return to a more normal day-to-day life. 
COVID 
During the last year Babergh Council have been working with partners and other local authorities across the 
county to ensure that the communities have received the support that they need.  
Local community groups that sprang up in our towns and parishes were offered support and a support line 
‘Home but not alone’ was set up for anyone that may need it. There was also financial support for residents 
facing hardship due to self-isolation. 
As businesses across the country were forced to close, they were contacted by councillors and officers to ensure 
that they received the grants they were entitled to. 
Measures were put in place to ensure that council housing tenants were not evicted should they suddenly find 
that they were unable to pay their rent.  
Unfortunately, many services had to be suspended during the lockdowns including our leisure facilities, face to 
face access points and some waste services. As we now exit the 3rd lockdown these services are slowly 
returning. 
One of the main changes this year has been the move to virtual meetings. We all now know what Zoom is and, 
“your still on mute” has been the statement of the year. Following a short suspension of all council meetings and 
a change in the way planning applications were decided for a while, we settled into a routine of attending all 
meetings from the comfort of our own home. One change that has come about from this is the ability for 
councillors to vote electronically. While this means the public cannot see the vote as it happens it is available 
online within 24hours. 
Recently a significant new grant fund has been launched by Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils, is set to 
support the recovery of local businesses that are reopening after lockdown but are unable to access the 
Government’s Restart Grant scheme. The councils’ Discretionary Restart Grant is designed to help with costs 
associated with reopening following the lifting of lockdown restrictions, to help businesses resume trading at pre-
Covid levels. The grant will be a one-off payment of up to £18,000 for eligible businesses.  
Business owners must submit a new application for the Discretionary Restart Grant by 13th June. Regardless of 
whether they have received a previous Covid business support grant  
PLANNING 
JOINT LOCAL PLAN 
The Council finalised the Joint Local Plan, which details how and where development should take place – 
ensuring suitable homes are built to meet Government housing targets, whilst also protecting and enhancing the 
districts’ natural environment and heritage. Sustainable development and transport options have been promoted 
in the plan. 
Following a final consultation that was completed just before Christmas the plan was submitted to the Secretary 
of State for examination. 
5 YEAR HOUSING SUPPLY 
A report into the current 5-year Housing Land supply in Babergh has demonstrated that the Council currently 
has enough approved developments for 6.75 years. The Council has 35% more properties approved than is 
required. 
OTHER PLANNING MATTERS 
The council submitted its thoughts on two consultation papers outlining major changes in planning. One 
government paper was for a completely new national planning system – the ‘Planning for the Future’ white 
paper. The other suggested shorter-term amendments to the current system, which would take effect more 
quickly. The council submitted a strong rebuttal to the proposals. 
CIL FUNDING 
Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils have approved over £4.39 million in CIL funding from housing growth 
in the last 12 months. 
During the past twelve months over £3.26 million has been awarded to 35 projects across both districts. In 
addition, town, and parish councils across Babergh and Mid Suffolk received CIL funding totalling £1,138,909 
during the year – with 21 of Babergh’s town and parish councils receiving a share of £314,206. 
ENVIRONMENT & BIODIVERSITY 
The Biodiversity task forces submitted proposals this year that will form the Councils’ first Biodiversity Action 
Plan. These set out how they aim to protect and strengthen biodiversity in the districts. 
One of the Councils main carbon emitters is the diesel used by its fleet of vehicles. It was agreed that the fuel 
used will be changed to Hydrogenated Vegetable Oil (HVO) which will substantially reduce the councils carbon 
footprint. 



 

Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils are set to make further significant CO2 savings, thanks to a £1.4m 
Government grant for carbon-saving measures. Leisure centres and other buildings are expected to see solar 
PV panels and air source heat pumps installed on the council-owned sites so they can begin to move away from 
fossil-fuelled heating systems. 
The council also received an injection of up to £800,000 in matched funding from the “Getting Building Fund”, 
with the money going towards a pilot scheme to introduce electricity micro-generation and storage solar carports 
in Sudbury and Stowmarket. The Cabinet at Babergh also approved additional funding for pilot solar carport 
schemes at Kingfisher Leisure Centre in Sudbury. 
A Cycle motion that I submitted last summer was approved. The 1st lockdown saw a significant increase in the 
number of people that had either taken up cycling or returned to it. The motion was designed to help Babergh 
act on this. 
Babergh’s also agreed to take their public realm work in-house. This will allow the Council to manage verges and 
some open space more effectively for biodiversity and meadow type habitat. 
 
BUDGET 
GENERAL FUND BUDGET  
The budget outlined earlier this year approved Babergh’s share of council tax would increase by 2.96%, the 
equivalent of less than 10p a week (£5 a year) for an average Band D property.    
HOUSING REVENUE ACCOUNT (HRA) BUDGET  
This HRA report included a CPI + 1% increase of 1.5% in Council House rents, equivalent to an average rent 
increase of £1.35 a week and that Sheltered Housing Service charges be increased by £0.69 per week to 
ensure recovery of the actual cost of service. 
CAR PARKING 
The council’s controversial decision to begin charging for parking in Hadleigh and Sudbury was approved earlier 
this year. The charges, which were opposed strongly by residents, will begin after the first hour of parking and 
will come into force no earlier than October. At the moment the car parks are heavily subsidised by taxpayers. 
ANGEL COURT, HADLEIGH 
The Angel Court development is now on, with completion of the homes expected by June. 
BELLE VUE, SUDBURY 
Whitbread pulled out of the deal to take on a hotel, for their Premier Inn chain, in Belle Vue park, following the 
financial downturn caused by the coronavirus crisis. 
The sale of the council-owned land comprising of Belle Vue House, the car park and the northern part of the old 
swimming pool site, was openly marketed between December 2020 and February 2021. A proposal to create a 
new retirement living development plus a conversion of the existing Belle Vue house back into private living 
accommodation was accepted. 
 
10.  Conservation Report – Richard continued to work all last year keeping the meadows and drift areas 
managed in the usual way for which I think we are all grateful for. .I think many people have walked footpaths, 
enjoyed the village meadows and rediscovered the landscape in and around the village since March 2020 and 
will hopefully continue this year. The barn owls are regularly seen hunting in daylight now and I have recently 
seen a pair of kites circling over both meadows. It is still unusually cold but the wild flower plants are now visible 
and within a month will be starting to flower. The trees in Huntys Vale are just starting to flower, an encouraging 
and uplifting sight. I did speak to Richard last week and he is willing to do a group walk this year but this very 
much depends on covid and social distancing measures and so would need to get the parish councils approval 
nearer the time. 

11. Suffolk Tree Warden’s Report = Treewarden Report) 
 
(Reflection on 2020 to 2021) 
 
It, s been most unusual year because of the covid pandemic, not lot to report on tree world  of  whatfield, apart 
from local  farmer Mr James Buckle planting  a new woodland on Overgang Road, which is really in Semer. 
Looking on the bright side of life, think lot of local people have enjoyed their walks on  parish councils 
conservation  and woodland areas 
As you can see by rest of my report, we have lot, s  of events to  look forward to.  
 
(Orchards for School ) 
 
I have received an email from Treewarden, s secretary informing me that orchard for school are still available, I 
did send  email messages to marilyn Payne, asking if school was interested, I think they already have wildlife 
area with some fruit trees. 



 

 
(Free Trees hedging and wild flower seeds)  
 
Babergh council are offering free trees, hedging and wildflower seeds for planting on private or council or village 
land. 
I have written articles for Mr Drays newsletter asking if local people, have any ideas for planting a  new wildlife 
area.  
 
(The Queen Green Canopy)  
 
This will be rolled out by suffolk Treewarden network in next few months, to celerbrate  
the Queens platinum 70, s jubilee, more information will be available in next few months. 
  Nine years ago Sarha and I planted  a tree on behalf  of Whatfield parish Council, a  pink flowering cherry tree 
it, s called (pink perfection)  for the  Queen's diamond jubilee on the Drift woodland walk next to the rustic 
seat.The tree looks lovely this time of year,with it pink blossom.  
 
(Education)  
 
This month  I have been learning about climate change, this seems  to be very important subject at moment, 
even suffolk farmer are having trouble keep their crop watered, and frosty night is not helping ethier. 
The new wildlife invironmental scheme is being rolled out by Defra,  it, s called (Elm) scheme hopefully will 
encourage more farmers to install more trees, ponds and lake's to water their crops, it will also be good for 
wildlife. 
 
(Quiet lanes) 
 
I am very pleased, the parish council is applying for Quiet lane status for Rectory lane. I am hopeful this will 
make life bit easier for everyone. 
 Also suffolk County councils are conducting a  survey and  consultation on memorial woodlands,  the idea is to 
have woodlands for Quiet reflection to remember the people that have passed away with coronavirus, this could  
be an older woodland requiring new planting. Also it needs to have, disabled access. Funding may be able make 
woodland excesible and tidy.  
 
(Tree issues)  
 
I have no  tree  issues to report.  
 
12. Footpath Report   Footpaths all ok, have cut them once but I suppose with this rain the grass will go 
crazy, 
 
13. Village Hall Report  Nothing to Report 
 

14.   Allotment Report   - The last year has witnessed growing interest in using the village allotments, both by 
villagers and by some people in Elmsett and Hadleigh. There have been some re-arrangements to tenancies 
plus the use of all the remaining half plots. The allotments are all fully tenanted, and a broad range of crops are 
being grown, with slightly fewer tenants keeping poultry. The area is being quite well maintained, with some 
tenants concerned about dogs fouling within the area. Overall, I expect the allotments to be well used  over  the 
forthcoming year. 
 
15.    Community Council Report  
 
Unfortunately due to lockdown we have not been able to hold any community events. However our finances 
have been healthy enough to continue to fund the  Whatfield News every month, which has been a vital resource 
during these difficult times. 
Hopefully we will be able to meet again soon and begin planning future events, such as the Over 60s Meal, 
which should run again this year.  
 
16. George Scott Charity Report 

 
Receipts   Share Div.   £753.17 



 

    Interest    £    1.28 
     Total      £754.45 
 
Expenses    New baby grant (1)  £   20.00 
    Sickness/distress grant (11) £ 190.00 
    Christmas grants (30)  £ 300.00 
    Funerals (1)   £   30.00 
    Clerks fee           £125.00 
    Donations (2)   £  300.00 
    Other Misc. exps  £   15.00 
    Grant Returned   £    
    Total      £980.00 
 
Balance brought forward £2195.88 
 
Meeting closed at 8.25pm 
 
 
 
 
Signed …………………………………………………. (Chairman)   Date …………… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

SUMMARY RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH 2021 
31st March 2019 RECEIPTS 31st March 2020  

      3231 Precept         3231  
 Agency services reimbursed   

 Loans taken out   
 Capital receipts   

 Interest on investments   
 Burial ground fees   
     290.00 Allotment rents          339.50   
 Recreation ground lettings   
    3009.20 VAT repayments (SALC)          
 10244.00 Miscellaneous (Donations)      .8957.00 

  
 

16776.70 TOTAL RECEIPTS      12527.50  
    
 PAYMENTS   

       948.40 General administration        1,026.44  
 Agency services (B.D. Store charges)   
       397.88 Insurance        397.88  

 S137 payments   
 Capital spending   

 Loan interest and Loan repayments   
 Loans made   

       330.00 Running costs: dog/litter/grit bins        330.00  
       160 Land lease/rental        160  
       320 
        

Allotments, burial ground, recreation 
ground, land conservation  

       339.90 
        

 

 VAT on payments   
      17430.56 Miscellaneous  (Donations)       6934.48  
     19586.84 TOTAL PAYMENTS      9188.70  

    
 RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS 

SUMMARY 
  

12664.33 Balance as at 1st April 2020/1st April 
2021 

9854.19  

16776.70 Total receipts 12527.50  
19586.84 Less total payments   9188.70  
9854.19 BALANCE 31  MARCH 2020/31  

MARCH 2021  
13192.99  

    

 These cumulative funds are 
represented by: 

  

9854.19 Current Account 13192.99  

 Deposit Account   
 Other Accounts/Investments   
9854.19  13192.99  

    
The above statement represents fairly the financial position of the authority as at 31st March 2021 and 
reflects its receipts and payments during the year. 

 

    
Signed:  Signed:  
Responsible Financial Officer  Chairman  



 

    
Date: 
 


